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TJie mmker of suJMaipitetts to The ITa-5102T- AL

TaiiBKXE roMMMi? iwrimg ihe week

cntLing Tuesday, Jjh-- 171, was 1,04:9. '

Bead the" letters ixom oar club-raiser- s,

pnblisljed in another colamii of the present
issue, and follow their example..

. ,
Oni list of Post correspondents is steadily i

growing, but not so rapidly as we could
Irish, To insure the publication of accurate
find full reports of its doinss every Post
should hare its own correspondent

Tee number of pension certificates issued
and signed during Sin week ending April
14th, was as follows: Original, 1,156; in-

crease, 133; re-iss- ue. 42; restoration, 22;

tluplicate,;33j accrued pensions, 45; pensions
under act of March. 3d, 1SB3, 856; total,

OS?

The Governor of Michigan lias designated
ihe 26th inst as Arbor or Tree-plantin- g Day.
JLs we pointed out-som- time ago, Memorial
Day falls too late in the season for the incor-

poration of this beaatirul custom among
th.e features of the celebration.

It will be seen by reference to the letters
published onourseventhpage, this week, that
the celebration of Grand Army Eecruiting
Day was a great success. Many new Tosts
were established and large additions made
to fhe membership of the old. There are
few laggards in The Thibuxe's array.

C0MEADE6 who intend to compete for
The Tsibues special prizes $30 to the
person sending us the largest number of
new subscribers prior to June 15th, 25 for
second largest, $20 for ifee third, 15 for the
fourth, and $10 for the fifth. iould report
"Without delay. Wetfant to bear from every
sae of our club raisers.

The way to double the circulation of The
TElBrXE is for evoryjreader to go to work
to obtain at least one new subscriber. We
"BUI send sample copies to any one who is
--Killing to make the eflaort One new sub-
scriber far each of our fifty tlwusaad read-
ies "will make the circulation of The Teie-UO- T

an ea one hundred thousand.

XiEArisrG behind her ilte gayaties of the
2ftviera,'oar entertaining corrospondont,Miss
.tFlorenceKeney, gives us, this week, a bright
sad life-lik- e picture of the Eternal City. It
lias often been described, but Miss Kelly is
an unusually close observer of places and
people, and she manages to invest the most
familiar subjects with a new aad vivid inter-- st

She writes so pleasantly and naturally,
isideed, and so faithfully records ber impres-monSjth- at

the reader almost feels as if he
were looking with his .own eyes at theseenes
iuaid which she moves.

lbs calling attention, last week, to
Yan Dervoorfs order creat-

ing the Provisional Department of the Gulf,
we took occasion to remark that "as yet
we believe, no attempt has been made to
domicile the Order in Florida, butthatState
it now undergoing a genuine industrial and
mgrwrtifcura!1 revolution, and among the
aHorUiem settlers that are crowding in there
jure unquestionably many As
;If to furnish, a substantial proof of thc rea-
sonableness of this conclusion, the veterans
fEuBlis, Florida, have just returned to ns
a .application for the establishment of a

.Grand Army PoBt there with twenty signers,
sad a comrade at Jacksonville an Ohio
man, of coarse, writes us that there is a

:j&knty ofmaterial in that city for the organ-

isation of a Post, and that be has been look
ing around with a viewlo starting one.

o

THE pool of polMcs begins to show signs
premature .agitation. General Butler is

at in a letter declaring that as for thirty
years both, political parties have taken their
presiaettti&l candidates from the four pivotal
;Btates of New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania

ad Ohio, it is useless for any man not a
jass&ent of one of these Slates to expect a
;twialnaiion, which, is equivalent to saying

' !Mit3iowilInotbeacandidate, and Senator
:Btmni!H ias confided to the St Louis xe- -

jperiers & like determination. There was s,

Cif

very interesting outburst of political feeling
at Chicago, too, the other night, at the baa-qu- et

of the Iroquois Club, when Mayor Har-
rison, after Senator Bayard, Congressman
Springer, Editor Hurlburt, of the INew York
World, and other distinguished statesmen,
bad solemnly committed the Democratic
party to the advocacy of free trade as the
leading issue in the next campaign, precipi-

tated himselfoipon the assemblage with the
prediction that free trade would split the
party, and they would probably have a
presidential candidate writing a letter at
the wrong, time that would lull their plat-

form. It is evidently a fortunate thing for
all concerned that 1SS4 is still some distance
oft

Tito Coummndcr-in-Olue-f.

Commander-in-Chie- f Yan Dervoorfs ad-

ministration is last drawing to a close. The
next National Encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic will be held at Den-

ver, Colo., between the 24th and 23th of July,
the exact day bas not yet been announced,
and but three months, therefore, remain

in which to complete the work of the year.
So far as thc Commander-in-Chi- ef is con-corne- d,

the time will be well employed. In
a fraternal letter fromNational Headquarters,
he writes us that, accompanied by Surgeon-Gener- al

Ames, of Massachusetts, he expects
to leave Omaha on the 20tb inst. (to-morro-

on a final tour of inspection, during which he
intends to visit the Departments of Utah,
California, Oregon, Washington Territory,
Arizona, and New Mexico. He will then
have inspected every Department of the
Order from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
discharged literally a duty which the Comma-

nder-in-Chief hitherto has onty been sup-

posed to theoretically perform. No one save
the Commander-in-Chi- ef himself is in a
position to fully appreciate ihe magnitude
of this undertaking, but some idea of the
amount of personal exertion, fatigue, and
discomfort-whic- h it has involved may be
derived from the statement that, in the
carrying out of bis purpose he has already
traveled thirty thousand miles, and by the
expiration of his term of office will have
added fifteen thousand miles more to that
splendid record ofwork well done. He might
well be pardoned for indulging in a little self-glorificati-on

over the fact But Comrade Yan
Dervoort is not that sort of a man. His sole

i

ambition from the first has been to build up
the Order, and we know tliatehis chief anx-

iety to-da- y is thatJiis efforts in that direc-

tion may realize thc expectations that have
been based "upon them. In undertaking
to double the membership of the Grand
Army in a single year, he has essayed a
iercnlean task, and it is on the exe-

cution of that task, at whatever cost
to Mniself, that his heart is set Nat-

urally his arduous labors have severely
taxed bis physical strength, and a month
ago he was apprehensive that his health
would fail him, but we are glad to know
that he has recovered his usual vigor, and
there is no longer any doubt but that he
will be able to carry out his plans. As yet
it is impossible to state with accuracy the
total gain in Che membership of the Grand
Army since the beginning of his administra-

tion, but this much is known, namely, that
nine Western Departments show an increase
of 699 Posts and nine Eastern Departments
an increase of 237 Posts, a gain of 936 Posts
in eighteen out of a total of thirty-thre- e

Departments, and up to March 1st 35,219

badges had been issued from National head-

quarters. "I think of nothing night and
day," writes Comrade Yan Dervoort, " but
this addition of one hundred thousand
members to the ranks of the Grand Army,

and! want all the chaplains to pray for it
and all the comrades to work for it! "

We will answer for The Teibdxe and its
readers, Commander! In less" than three
months we have together planted more than
seventy TetbuixE Posts at places where pre--,
viously the badge of the Grand Army was
an unknown emblem, and mustered thou-

sands of worthy Teterans into the Order,

who, but for the appeals of The Thibuxe
and its allies, might have log remained in
ignorance of the -- blessings and privileges
awaiting them. The good work shall go

on, and meanwhile, Commander, may good

fortune attend you on your Westward jour-

ney and success crown your labors!

The Conduct of TYbinan's Auxiliaries.
Mrs. Sherwood's sixth paper on Woman's

Auxiliaries, which appears in another col-

umn of the present issue, will be found one

of the most interesting of the series. It is
occupied with practical suggestions concern-

ing the manner in whicb the meetings of
these societies should be conducted, and 'the
author enforces her recommendations with
illustrations drawn from actual experience.
Ey way of contrast, she compares the pro
ceedings of a meeting where neither the
presiding officer nor the members in attend-
ance appeared to have any definite idea of
what ought "to be done or how to do it, with
the deliberations of an assemblage where a
mutual understanding prevailed as to the
business to be transacted and the proper
metbed of dispatching it, and her descrip-

tion is as amusing as it is instructive. The
fact is, however, that the diffidence which
women so frequently display in public as
semblies is not by any means peculiar to the
sex. xneir nusDanus ana orotners ana
fathers have also been known to become as

"dumb and vapid as an oyster" when called
upon to express their views in ihe presence
of their comrades, or to stammer and falter,
and finally take their seats in a state of
hopeless menfal bewilderment Strong men
as wTcll as timid and nervous women, have
been frightened at the sound of their own

voices, and on rising to their feet to debate
some motion found, to their surprise, that
their ideas had incontinently deserted them.
If at first, therefore, the members of a
Woman's Auxiliary do not find it all smooth

.sailing, they should not, on that account,

"a " 1l?4

,." r

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE: WASHINGTON) D. . 0., THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1883.

become discouraged. The ordinary rules of
parliamentary procedure are easily mastered,
and after they have participated a few times
in the debates incident to the transaction of
business they will unconsciously acquire the
necessary degree of elf-possession.. As Mrs.

Sherwood intimates, one of the most impor-

tant rules to be observed is to say what you
have to say on any question that may arise
"to thc whole meeting, and not to your
neighbor in the comer," and, wo may add
say it in the same words the simpler the
language, the better. The idea which pos--sess-

some people that in addressing a meet-

ing of one's friends and associates it is nec-

essary to depart from the plain and direct
mode of speaking which is employed in or-

dinary conversation, is both false and mis-

chievous. Eschew rhetorical flourishes: it
is quite enough to be able to make your
meaning clear to your audience. When you
bave done that, you have accomplished the
purpose of all oratory.

As Mrs. Sherwood remarks at the conclu-

sion of her essay, a Woman's Auxiliary,
property conducted, is full of intellectual
stimulus. The contact of bright minds in
itself affords a pleasant excitement, and the
discussions which are sure to arise over the
adoption of new measures are calculated to
strengthen individual interest in the work
of the society. Instead of being a drag on

the energies of the members the meetings of
Woman's Auxiliaries can thus be made a
sonrce of positive enjoyment, and the more
interesting and agreeable they are' the more
substantial and enduring is likely to be the
work accomplished.

A Question of Patriotism and-Pay- .

Thefavorite argument of those who are
opposed to the granting of pensions to our

ex-soidi- is that they " went into the war
with their eyes open, and that, inasmuch as

they received the 13 --a month which the
Government contracted to pay them, they
bave no further claim npon it."

This is equivalent to saying that .our
veterans volunteered to take up arms in de-

fense of the Union simply for the sake of the
promised pay and that if it turned out a bad
bargain for them they have only them-

selves to blame, and should, therefore, make
the best of it Granted that the premises are
sound, and the" conclusion follows, as a mat-

ter of course ; if they are fallacious, then no
form of reasoning, however .subtle, will war-

rant sucli an inference. Now, what are
the facts? Is it true that our soldiers went
into the warwith their eyes open? In one

sense, yes; in another, no. They compre-

hended that the secession of the Southern
Stales and their refusal to respect the au-

thority of the Federal Government threat-
ened the integrity of the Republic. They
realized that the rebellion could only be put
down by force of arms, and that a sacri-

fice of human life would be the inevitable
consequence. They knew that in offering

their services tothe Government they placed
their lives in its hands to be disposed of as

it might see fit They could not forsee, of
course, all the hardships incidental to war
to whicb they would be subjected, for of
these they had had no experience; but, so

far as the ordinary risk of life which mili-

tary service involves, they unquestionably
did go into the war with their .eyes open.

Nay, more, they went into it eagerly and
with enthusiasm, inspired by the belief that
a country which was worth saving would
not prpYe ungrateful to its preservers !

In all other respects, however, they went
into the war stone blind. They did not
stop to consider, as no doubt the men who
are now defaming them did, whether they
could afford to give up comfortable homes
and lucrative employments for the beggarly
pay of. thirteen dollars per month, nor did
they pause to inquire whether they would
be paid in gold or a depreciated currency.
Had they done, so, the capital might have
fallen into ihe hands of the rebels while
they were yet higgling about the amount of
their wages, and that, to say the least, would
have been an unlucky thing for the holders
of Government bonds. They did not even
take ihe time to arrange for ihe support of
their families in case they should be killed
in battle or starved but no, the possibility
that men of the same blood and country as

themselves would permit them to starve to
death in prison had not then entered any-

body's thoughts. Even the shrewd eyes of
these modem cynics were not open to such
a contingency as that! TJje fact is that
they trusted implicitly to the Government's
sense of justice. Had it not promised to
care for him who should bear the battle and
for his widow and orphans, and was it to be
supposed that it would ever disregard a
pledge given in the name of a whole Nation,
and at a time when its very existence hung
upon their willingness to risk their lives iu
its defense? Could they have foreseen, then,
that the very men who were loudest in ap-

plauding their patriotism and urging them
to hurry to the front would one day be
equally vociferous in protesting against the
fulfillment by thc Government of this
pledge, perhaps they would not have been
so. indifferent to their individual interests
perhaps they would have held back and
rendered it necessary for the Government

.to order a draft, in which event the fraud
shriekers of the present day might not now
be enjoying the profits of cowardice and
dishonor. But they did not and could not
foresee the shameful treatment which they
were destined" to receive at the hands of an
ungrateful Nation, and so they went into
the war with no other thought than that
"the Union must and shall be preserved"
to their eternal honor be it said! They have
fared badly, indeed; bu'b to declare that
they simply made a bad bargain with the
Government as if they ought to have
made their own terms and refused to stir
from their homes until their terms had been
accepted and must now make the best of
if:, iqm to make the most;monstrous and cruel

exhibition of ingratitude and injustice that
the world has ever seen;

Ono of tlio Kcsults of tlio "War.

The banquet given by the business men
of Philadelphia to the Hon. Wm. D. Kelley,
on the occasion of his sixty-nint- h birthday,
last week, although intended simply as a
timely and graceful recognition of his devo-

tion to the interests of his constituents,
possesses really a National significance. It
is true that Judge Kelley during his long
period of service in the House of Represe-
ntativeslonger than that of any of his
cotemporaries and dating back to the
Thirty-sevent- h Congress and the beginning
of Lincoln's administration lias been the
special champion of the industries of his
State and city, but in defending these he
has borne the burden of supporting and
maintaining the industrial interests of the
entire country, and in thus honoring him
the good people of Philadelphia may there-
fore be said to have voiced the sentiments
of the Nation at large. They may claim
him as their, special Representative, but he
has been and still is, in fact, the Representa-tav- e

of every man, woman, and child whose
welfare is directly or indirectly dependent
on the protection of American labor.

Did our space permit, we should like to
enter into a detailed review of the work
accomplished by Judge Zelley during his
public career, but we must content ourselves
with reproducing from his speech at the
banquet in question the following interest-
ing retrospect:

When the good people of the Fourth district
first elected mo to Congress our country wns a
divided household. The differences hetween the
TTorth and the South were not merely sentimental
they were economic, andcovering; the entire field
of production, distribution, and consumption, they
touched every man iu hi3 basket and his store.
The issue was, in its last analysis, a question of
wages ; indeed, our eivil war may be regarded as a
great strike, the object of which was to secure to
American labor its just privileges and rewards.
The South regarded labor asdegrading and be-

lieved that capital should own its laborers. The
people of the North honored labor and proudly
devoted themselves to the promotion of productive
pursuits. The conflict of opinion was irrepressible.
The policy of the South would have forever pre-
vented the utilization of the infinitely diversified
resources of our country and suppressed thc genius
and energy of its people. The Iorth, believing
that this continent had been reserved as a field for
the development of civilization more exalted than
lustory liad foreshadowed, sought by promoting
science, art, and all forms of industry to call into
activity the manifold aptitudes of the people. For.
the South to have accepted this nolicy would have
been to surrender thc theories whieh were essen-
tial" to its distinctive existence; And as the South-
ern policy had with few and brief intervals pre-
vailed it had been impossible for the American
people to supply their own wants by working into
commodities the boundless material resources 'by
which they were surrounded. A few unquestioned
facts show how slow the progress of tliis Nation
was during the census decade of 1S50 to 1SG0. The
just discovered gold fields of California yielded one
hundred millions during each of those ten years.
Had we been a manufacturing people this enormous
wealth would have remained witli us; but in 1SC0,

though we had mined since 1S19 over one billion of
gold, the Nation was steeped in bankruptcy. Cheap
foreign imports had closed our furnaces, forges,
and factories, and thu3 destroyed the farmers'
home market for his productions; labor wa3 with-
out employment, enterprise without capital and
the Government without revenue, or credit.

Snch was thc country's -- eopdition even when
"President Lincoln made his callrfur75,000 men. In
July, 1881, Congress was convened, It approved
ihePresident's acts, it reorganized the naval estab-
lishment, it appealed to the mercantile marine for
volunteers, it Tiuilt, bought, and chartered ships,
and establised a blockade so effective that no gov-
ernment dared dispute its validity. The retire-
ment of Southern Members and Senators left Con-
gress in the control of those who lenew the talis-man- ic

power of labor to produce wealth, and
believed in the constitutionality and propriety of
protective duties. To increase thc revenues of tho
Government and quicken the enterprise and in-
dustry of the people it imposed on foreign imports
unprecedented rates of duty, and thus stimulated
the manufacture of every fabric and ware that
might be produced in a non-tropic- al country. Sud-
denly mines were opened, factbrics erected, and
the tide of immigration, which lmd slu-un- k to less
than one hundred thousand per annum, revived,
and people skilled in every branch of industrial art
poured into the country. Railroads, weaving to-

gether remote sections ofthe country, were planned
and constructed as if by magic. "We ceased to bo
exclusively producers of raw material for export,
and entered into competition with the manufactur-
ing countries of the worldfortheAmerican market.

In other word.3, our soldiers, in putting
down the rebellion, not only assured the
integrity of the Union, but the emancipation
of American labor from the conditions of
servitude which jeopardized the Nation's
prosperity. The protective policy, of which
Judge Eclly was the foremost advocate, be-cam- ev

the policy of tho Government at a
propitious'time, and the close of the war
found it too deeply rooted to bo overturned.
What it has done for the country a glance
at the statistics of a single industry will re-

veal. Up to 1860 our annual iron and steel
product had never exceeded 60,000,000 in
value, andthe manufacture gave employment
to but 39,000 persons, dispensed but 12,000,-00-0

in wages, and consumed but 34,000,000
in materials. In 1SS0, after twenty yeara of
protection, the product of this industry was

290,000,000, it gave employment to 140,000
hands, whose wages amounted to 55,000,000,

and the value of the materials used was more
than 190,000,000 !

The abolition, of slavery, the suppression
of the rebellion, and tho rise of American
manufactures are eventSrtkat will ever be
associated together in the history of the Re-

public as the chief and most precious results
of the war.

Tho Telephone and tho Telegraph.
The question as toVhether or not the

telephone is likely to become a formidable
rival of the telegraph is'one that is just now
attracting a great deal of attention in business
as well as scientific circles. Its ntility as a
medium for the transmission of communica-
tions over short Instances vyas satisfactorily
demonstrated long agobut it is only re-

cently that serions attempts have been mado
to adapt it to tho purposes of the telegraph.
In theory, tho telephone ought to be capable
of transmitting articulate sounds to any dis-

tance, but in practice it has been found that
there are numerous mechanical obstacles in
the way. These have at last been so far
overcome, however, as to warrant the belief
that within the life of tho present generation
the President of the United States will be
able to make his voice.audible to the Amer-

ican minister at the Court of St James and
communicate his instructions verbally if he
choose, and the survival of the, telegraph

mechanical capacity for the transmission of
intelligence without regard to distance,
rather than the temporary inability of .the
telephone to convey messages beyond certain
circumscribed limits. Granting that dis-

tance is likely to be no longer an element in
the competition between the two, the fact
still remains that at present more work
can be accomplished within a given
period by a telegraph .wire than by a
telephone wire. That is to say, while
but one message at a time can be
transmitted over a telephone circuit, two
one in each direction can be sent over the
telegraph circuit, and even double that num-

ber with the aid of. the quadruplex appar-
atus. The comparative accuracy of trans-

mission is also another important considera-

tion. The telephone leaves no record be--hi- nd

it; if a message is incorrectly commu-
nicated by the sender or misunderstood by
the receiver, the mistake is not so easily
detected. Moreover, no responsibility at-

taches to telephone companies for errors of
transmission in the case of direct communi-
cation between its patrons; whereas tele-

graph companies are legally liable for losses

sustained through inaccuracies in messages.
As to the advantage which the telephone
enjoys over the telegraph in respect to the
time occupied in the sending and receiving
of communications, it must be admitted that
in many cases it is apparent rather than
real. Whenever, for instance, it becomes

necessary to reduce a message to writing,
there is no saving of time whatever, since
the rapidity of communition is then limited
by the capacity of the pensman, as is the
case with telegraphic communication.

Such, nevertheless, are the resources of
science and the fertility of inventive genius,
that the time may yet come when all the
difficulties which now stand in the way of
the complete supersedure of the telegraph
by the telephone will bo successfully sur-

mounted and the postal service even be
partially supplanted. It- - is certainly a sig-

nificant fact that telephone .communication
is about to be established between Balti-

more and Washington forty miles distant
from each other over the very route of the
telegraph line first built by Morse to demon-

strate the practicability of his system.

Bull-Dozi- ng tho Grand Array,,
Two very singular manifestations of hos-

tility towards the Grand Army of the Re-

public have lately been, brought to our
attention, the first occurring in the State
of Nebraska and the second in the State of
Arkansas. J,

The circumstances of the first case are as
follows: It appears that among the members
of Kenesaw Post, No. 123, of Elmwood,
Neb., is Dr. J. A. Kenaston, who is also an
elder in the United Brethren Church. The
laws of that denomination prohibit its mem- -

hers from nniting with any secret society,
and impose, as a penalty for their violation,
expulsion from its communion; and at the
annual conference of the church, held at
Unadilla, Elder Kenaston was accused of
having committed such a breach of faith.
No official notice was sent him of the pro-

posed action, but, in anticipation of some

such procedure, he had taken the precaution
to provide himself with documents showing
ihat the Grand Army was not a secret or-

ganization in the sense that the term was
employed in the canons of the church,
and attended the conference prepared to
demonstrate his innocence. When he ar-

rived, however, he found that tho charge
had already been passed upon, and that his
expulsion had been voted without any op-

portunity having been afforded him to pre-

sent his defense. Indignant at having been
subjected to such shameful treatment, he
demanded a fair trial at the hands of the
conference, and with the aid of several

9
brother elders, who made themselves known
to him as being also members of the Grand
Army, succeeded in obtaining a reconsidera-

tion of the vote by which his expulsion had
been ordered. The bishop was then empow-

ered by the conference to appoint a commit-
tee to hear the case, and did so, selecting,
however, for its members those who wore
openly hostile to the accused. Itwas agreed
between the latter and the chairman of the
committee that the hearing should take
place at a certain hour the next day, and, at
the time fixed, Dr. Eenaston presented him- -

I self, when, to his amazement, he found that
the committee had met in his absence and
adjndged him guilty, .sentencing himtoie
expelled from the church unless he resigned
from the Grand Army within six months, or
prior to the next meeting of the bishGps. The
injustice of such a proceeding, of course, de-man- ds

no comment at our'hands. It cannot be
defended on either religious or legal grounds,
and the body which is responsible for it.
must sooner or later reverse its action or
forfeit the respect, of all fair-mind- ed men.
The thing which concerns The Tribute is
that the objects of ihe Grand Army should be
thus grossly misinterpreted, and its char-

acter as an Order confounded with that of
secret organizations generally. That anyone
should suppose there is aught in its princi-
ples and practices that conflicts with any
Christian belief is cause for sincere regret,
and steps should be taken at onco by the
proper authorities to remove that impres-
sion. Elder Kenaston has announced his pur-

pose to retain his membership in the Grand
Army under any circumstances, and it is
not he, but the church, that will be disgraced
by his expulsion ; but the issue is one that
concerns tl;e honor and reputation of tho
Order itself, and it should be made an oc-

casion for official action.
The other case to which we refer i3 that of

Lyon Post, No. 137, of Eureka Springs, Ark.
It appears that the Posthas received a letter
from some person or persons unknown per-

emptorily ordering it to disband, and threat-

ening all sorts of dreadful things unless it
complies with the .demand. By a vote of
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Teibune for publication, but it is so inde-

cent and blasphemous in language thatwe-mus- t

decline to disfigure our columns with it
Suffice itthatthe letter reminds our comrades
at Eureka Springs that they are living in the
South, and warns them that unless they
abandon their organization, the terrors of
ihe Ku-Klux-lO- an will be let loose upon
them. As public sentiment is not particu-

larly friendly to ex-Uni- on soldiers at
Eureka Springs, it is but natural that such
a letter as this should occasion some alarm,
but we do not apprehend that anything will
come of it, and our comrades of Lyon Post

which, although organized so recently as
last October, already numbers one hundred
members have shown their good sense in
taking no other action than to hand it over
to the postal authorities for investigation as
to its authorship. It may result in landing
the wretched coward who wrote it in the
penitentiary, where he obviously belongs.

Tho Star Spangled Banner.
There is not a child in the whole United

States, we suppose, who does not know that
the thirteen stripes in the American flag are
symbolical of the thirteen States that com-

posed the original Union, and that the stars
in its azure field represent the number that
now compose it, yet we fancy that few of
their elders even could tell, if they were
asked, how and when this device came to be
adopted as the National emblem. Nay
more, we suspect that of the millions who
have sung the "Star Spangled Banner" in
peace and in war, still fewer are aware that
it was not until four years after Key had
composed his immortal anthem in the dun-

geon of a British man-of-wa- r, during the
futile bombardment of Fort McHenry, that
the stars and stripes actually became the
flag of our country. . The facts concerning
its origin are as follows: In 1794 Congress

passed an act declaring that the flag should
be composed of fifteen stripes, and that the
field should contain fifteen stars, and it so

remained until tho year 1816, when the State
of Indiana, having been admitted into the
Union, and it being evident that to add
another stripe to the flag would make it too
unwieldly, it became necessary to consider
the propriety of making some alteration in
the design. A committee was accordingly
appointed, and Captain Samuel C. Reid, the
hero of the famous naval duel between the
American brig General Armstrong andthe
British fleet at Fayal in September, 1S14,

was authorized to prepare a new design,
which should retain the essential character-

istics ofthe old flag, while doing away at the
same time with its cumbrousness. This he
succeeded in doing by reducing the number
of stripes to thirteen and making the stars
in thermion of.the flag representative of the
number of States in the Confederation, a new
star to be added on the Fourth of July next
following the admission of any new State.
This modification of the old design received
the approval of Congress, and on the 4th
of April, 1818, an act was passed declaring
it the flag of the United States, but it was
not until the thirteenth of the month that
the first flag made for the occasion by the
wife of Captain Reid and a number of
New York ladies arrived in Washington.-A- t

2 o'clock on the afternoon of that day it
was hoisted over the Capitol, and there, for
the first time, the Star Spangled Banner, as
we know it to-da-y, saw the light of heaven.
It was in the spring of the following year
that James Rodman Drake, one of the
earliest and best of our American poetscom-
posed his apostrophe to the American flag,
which, although it has nevex attained the
popularity of Key's rather turgid yerses, is
the most vivid conception of the beauty and
significance of the National colors that has

. ever been penned. Written more than sixty
years ago, when the final adjustment of all
foreign complications seemingly promised
permanent security to the Republic, how
prophetic in the light of later events seem
the following lines !

"Fltig of the brave '.thy folds shall fly,
The sign of hope and triumph high,

When speaks the signal trumpet tone,
ivnu tue long line comes gleaming on ;

Ere yet the life-bloo- d, warm and wet.
Has dimmed the glistening bayonet,

Each soldier eye shall brightly turn,
To where thy sky-bor- n glories burn,

And, as his springing steps advance.
Catch war and vengeance from tho glance.
And when thc cannon-mouthin- gs loud

Heave in wild wreathes the battle shroud,
And gory sabers rise and fall,
Like shoots of flame on midnight's pall,

Then shall thy meteor-glance-s glow,
And cowering foes shall sink beneath

Each gallant arm that strikes below
That lovely messenger of death."

Little did the poet think, however, that
the day would ever come when the hand of
an American would be raised against that
flag, and it would require the sacrifice of
thousands of lives to unfurl it again over
an undivided country! But preserved it
was not a star missing from its azure field
and it is with a feeling such as the poet
never could have known that Americans to-

day exclaim:
"Flag of the free heart's hope andlove,

Ey angel hands to valor given ;
Thy stars have lit tho welkin dome.

And all thy hues were born in heaven.
Forever float that standard sheet!

"Where breathes the foo but falls before us,
With freedom's soil beneath our feet,

And freedom's banner streaming o'er U3 1"

NEW PUBLICATIONS.
Harper's Magazine for May is an exceedingly

interesting and beautifully illustrated number.
The opening article 13 a striking- - description of
San Francisco, by W. H. Bishop, effectively
illustrated. The issue also contains tho conclu-
sion of Georgo Ticknor Curtis's review of the
negotiations for the " Treaty of Peace and In-
dependence;" "Boraau Carnival Sketches," by
Anna Bowman Blake ; an article on the Na-
tional Academy, by Benson J. Losing; tlio
story of the building of Brooklyn Bridge, by
William O.Conanfe; an article on Anthony Trol-lop- o,

by Walter Hexries Pollock; a paper on
"Art Study at Home and Abroad," by Prof.
John F.Woir ; " Tho Middle Colonies before tho
Revolution," by John Fiake; "Neherniah's
Plan," a short story, by Ivate W.Hamilton;
and a timely article by Dr. T. M. Coan, entitled
"Fresh Air in Siirmner." Poems arc contributed
by Elizabeth. Stuart Phelps, Herbert E. Clarke,
and Louiso Chandler Monltoa. The opening
chapters of Elizabeth SfcuarfcPhelp's naw serial,
"A Cast! . in Spain." a story in which droll
humor and romance aro blended, ara given, in
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discourses pleasantly in the Editor's Easy
Chair.

The May issue of Demoresfs Monthly is rich,
both in literary articles and in illustrations.
The newserial, "Out of the World," opens vary
pleasantly. Among- the many paisoworthy
articles may be mentioned: "Art in Its In-
fancy," ,; The Farm of Flowers," "TneBaycnx
Tapestry," " The Mannish Young Woman,"-"Th- e

Kecord of Women," aad "An English
Glove Factory." Jennie June gives another of
her articles, "How we Live in NewYork'
and Mrs. Hungerford furnishes some useful
information about "Wedding3." "Home Art.
and Home Cpmfort," "Current Topics," and
the various departments are all good. Tho
poems inthia number are by "L. Taednnu,"
Ella Diefcz, Hiss E. B. Cheesboronga, Augusta
Do Bubna, 3Irs.Wilson, and Mrs. Mary E. jlealy.

Comrade Orwell Blake, Kinsman Post, No.
7, Des Moines, Iowa, has recently pubBafaed a
compilation entitled "Patriotic Song Book,"
for the use of the G. A. E. in their Post net-ing- s,

Eeunions, Camp-fire- s and other occasions.
It contains over one hundred odes, soegs sand
ballads, judiciously selected, the greater past of
which are the most popular songs sang is. war
times. The music of a considerable mr of
the songs is also given. The work wfflaafply
a want long felt by our veterans.

One of the most interesting mnsieal journals
in tho country is the Musical Visiter, peMfehed
by J. Church & Co., Cincinnati. It Is a remark-abl- y

well edited periodical, awiia ife own
sphere is recognized as an authority. Each
issue contains a number of instrumental and
vocal selections adapted forth general per-
former, and the musical literature which it
'offers is instructive and entertaining.

The Uhistrated TForW, a weekly journal, de-
voted to art and literature, puMiahed by Jaasea
Elverson, Philadelphia, has just appeared as a
candidate for pubKefevor. The initial nnm-b- er

contains a number of bright stories, and
the illustrations are exceedingly attractive.

BEGONE, DULL CARE.

What the Ftmnr Fellows ara Sajing in the, news-
papers.

3

Caught up with him : "Bat, my dear friend,
why did you not marry your baatnnd ten
years ago 2" " Ah, at tba time he was too old
for nxaJ'FHegexde Blatter.

At-th- e fnnoTal: First friend "Yes Dr.
Jalap told him he mast take resi ; but Charley
kept right on." Second friend "Ah, bet Dr.
Jalap is not a man to be trifled with. He had
his way. Ho always does." Beston Tmimript.

Fashion item: "Ma." said Mary Parvenu,
"they say young Mr. Fiddlestick emlxizzled ;
what's that 2 " n Oh," said Mrs. Parvenn, it's
sorter embroidery on paper like what artiste
does in Eome and other French cities." 2fom
York Mail and Express.

A Congressional bon mot: During the- last
days a Western member of the House, vihdf.-catin- g

himself upon the floor, struck aHemy
Clay attitude and cried out, with all thee fervor
of original conviction: "Sir, I'd rathar be-righ- t

than be President" "Don't worry your-
self about that," shouted another raemfcer
across the aisle, "you'll never ha either."
Harper's Magazine,

Disconsolate: "You must cheer up. Re-
member that everything Is for the Best. You,
must not grieve. Just remember that your
wife Is in heaven, where there is everlastatff
peace," said Reverend Mlggles to Coleneb
Snowfer, who had recently lost hi3 wife. Thet
Colonel shook his head and replied, sadly: "F
wish I could think so, but I can't There may
have been peace in heaven before she got there.
You don't know what sort of a woman slie
was. As soon as she gets to a place all peaco
stops then and there." Texas SiHags.

A happy couple : "Brown and his wife ap-
pear to be a remarkably happy couple," said
Fenderson, who had been watching the Browns,
who sat on a sofa on the other side-- of the
room. "H'm," grunted Fogg; "It's aH'very
well, now that they are In pubBe; if you
should see them alone once, perhaps yan
wouldn't think them so happy." " Oh, butt I
have seen them alone," cried Fenderaen j "botih,
of them, and, if anything, they seemed hap-
pier than when they are together.' BosUn
franscrmf.

Not so very crazy; Mose Schanmburg; had
loaned Sam Bington seven hundred doHors.
As Moso had not seen Sam on the steeets of
Austin for several days it occurred to him to call
at Sam's house and find out how he was coating
on. He did not seo Sam, but Mrs. Bington was
at home. She looked very sad and bad felaek
rings around her eyes. "I am in great dipfereesv
Mr. Schanmburg." "Yat vash de laaWer?"
"Mr. Bington has lost his mind and has been
taken out into the country." " DidJa-lesvs- i dot
money rait you to pay dot note what comes dua
next "week ? " " Oh, no, Mr. Sebattmbwsg, he
is not erazy enough to do that H Sas not
lost his reasoning faculties entirely." Texa3
Sitings.

FOR SUNDAY AFTERNOON.
A Little Something JbontWIiat is Going On Intho

BeUglous World.

A church is being exeefced by the Bajtffets in
Salt Lake (Sty.

Thc colored Methodist Episcopal eh&neh. has
more than 100,000 members.
' The missionaries who succeed best In India
are those who practice medians also.

Teheran will soon hava an Episcopalian
church. Tho Shah has given the site.

Dr. Benson is the ninefcy-seeoo- d Archbishop
of Canterbury to sit In the chair af fee great;
Augustine.

Tho Spiritualists claim that from nothing
thirty-fiv- e years ago the namber of avowed be-

lievers now reaches 2,Q(XMXX).

The Methodist Union in Canada has been
ratified by the Quarterly beards, 553 votiag for"
it, 67 against and & tie votes beinj eas.

The sessions ofState legislatures all ever the
country are opened with religions asoeises
and many devout people axe in eonseqeeaea be-
ginning to doubt the efttcaey of prayer.

A Baptist clergyman out Wast says, lie has
almost seen tho " invisible chttreh., Ea spent
several days laboring with a church awm&er- -
ing 100 or more members, but could count enly
fonrteeu at any meeting.

The Protestant missionaries in Japan are. to
hold a generalconference la Osaka tiuriag aext
month. The proceeding are to commence en
the 16th and will last for six days, aecawHng
to the published programme.

At the dose of a recent mission in St. Pat-
rick's Church, In New Haven, Conn., about
1,500 men solemnly pledged themselves aot to
go into a saloon from 12 o'clock Satrday night
until 12 o'clock Sunday night for on year.

Mr Walter C. Jones, who nae yeats agogarEQj
the English Church Missionary Society $38oiQO
for a work .In China and Japan, has recaatly
made a thank-offerin- g of 400,000 fer tfc$ re-
covery of his son from sickness. Foor yeara
ago he gave 3175,000 to found tho India Native
Church Missionary Fund.

As examples of Christian liberality among
Chinese converts, an English paper maataons
two men who gave 10 each hiat year to a
preaching fuud out of an annual iacono of be-
tween $70 and ISO. Another gave$$ out of $43
a year. A third gave $7 out of $&i; two others,
$5 each out of $60, and one $6 out of $36.

A Loudon clergyman is said to have told his
congregation that there was still many a one
who, while engaged in ainging apparently
with all his heart the Hues .

Were the whole realm of nature mine,.
That were un oiFermjr far too small,

was diligently engaged with one hand in his
pocket scraping the edge of a three-penn- y piecey
to make sure it was not a four-penn- y piece.

About two years ago one native Chinaman
in-t-he village of Kokei, China, was the solitary
follower of the Christian religion among thoi
dwellers in that place. Through h ianuence
and that of the ministers a neat little chapel
has been built, which now has thirty church,
members and over fifry regular attendants on
worship.' The native Christians have contrib-
uted two-third- s of what the building cost.
They now carry on their Sunday services them-
selves and provide for the expenses.

The Musical Yisiior, referring to "Woman's
Work" in Tbs National TnrBrjra, sayar
"The department Is full, from week to week,
of interesting talks about woman's work la
all Its branches; useful hints on home and art
topics, fashions, &c., &c It Is not onlypleasaat
reading, bat the suggestions sndahruar-- !

real value and pwctieal ns.M
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